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TO:   ALL LOCAL UNIONS SIGNATORY TO THE 2023 – 2028 ABF FREIGHT 

NATIONAL MASTER FREIGHT AGREEMENT 

FROM:  John A. Murphy, National Freight Director 

DATE: June 8, 2026 

RE: ABF Freight -NMFA Article 33, Sec. 4 - COLA 

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics reported the Consumer Price Index for Urban 

Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) increased to a level of 326.541 points (1982-84 = 100) in April 

2026. In order for a COLA increase to trigger, the CPI-W Index points needed to reach a level of 325.242 

points. Since the reported April 2026 CPI-W is greater than the minimum level to trigger an increase, there 

will be a COLA of $0.06 per hour and 0.150 cents per mile on July 1, 2026. 

 

Article 33 Section 4 of the NMFA specifies a one (1) cent per hour increase for every two-tenths 

(0.2) point increase in the CPI-W Index in excess of 3.5% and the increase must be a minimum of 

five cents ($0.05) per hour. Mileage rates will increase at the rate of 0.25 mills per mile for each 

one (1) cent increase in hourly wages. 

 

ABF Teamsters working under the National Master Freight Agreement can now expect a $0.81 

per hour (2.025 cents per mile) wage increase effective July 1, 2026. This wage increase adds the 

contractual $0.75 per hour (1.875 cents per mile) in addition to the COLA. 

 

JAM/ae 

 

cc:   Danny Avelyn, Assistant Director 

 Tony Jones, Assistant Director 

Regional Freight Coordinators 


